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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS GUIDE

Hosted by the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning 
(CASEL), the annual Social & Emotional Learning (SEL) Exchange is the nation’s 
largest conference on SEL. The 2023 SEL Exchange is a unique and timely 
opportunity for those who are committed to making SEL an integral part of 
education for the success and well-being of every child. With demand for SEL 
at an all-time high, now is the time to come together, share what we know, and 
anchor ourselves in advancing high-quality research, practice, and policies. 

THEME: “LEADERS AS LEARNERS: BUILDING THE VILLAGE OUR 
CHILDREN NEED” 

The 2023 SEL Exchange will be held November 7–9, 2023, in Atlanta, Georgia. 
The theme of this year’s conference emphasizes that every adult in a young 
person’s life—family members, educators, coaches, mentors—shapes their 
social, emotional, and academic development.

OBJECTIVES AND KEY MESSAGES 

Keep these objectives and key messages in mind as you build your submission 
so that your offering supports a consistent, quality experience for participants 
throughout the conference.  

The objectives of the 2023 SEL Exchange are to:

• Gather educators, researchers, policymakers, and others
committed to quality education to exchange knowledge on
innovations in SEL research, practice, policy, and communication
and advance the SEL movement.

• Provide collaborative opportunities for practitioners, scholars,
and policymakers to network and work together on specific
challenges.

• Equip adults to create better, more equitable outcomes for all
children by focusing on their own SEL competence and capacity.

•  Inspire and reinvigorate enthusiasm and commitment to
deepening our own social and emotional competence in service of
supporting the SEL of the young people we serve.

https://selexchange.casel.org/
https://casel.org/
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The 2023 SEL Exchange will elevate these key messages:

• SEL is grounded in science. The growing body of scientific studies and
SEL-based research creates a strong foundation for evidence-based programs,
strategies, resources, and environments that promote SEL competence.

• To promote students’ social and emotional competence, we must
also prioritize the social and emotional competence and capacity of
adults. Adults influence the social and emotional development of children. The
more we develop our own social and emotional skills and strategies, the better we
can support young people through their SEL experiences.

2023 SEL EXCHANGE SCHEDULE
The 2023 SEL Exchange opens with an optional pre-conference opportunity on 
Tuesday, November 7. The main conference launches Tuesday evening at 5pm 
and closes Thursday, November 9, at 3pm. 

DEADLINES AND DETAILS

•  The 2023 SEL Exchange will be held at the Omni Hotel and Georgia
Convention Center in Atlanta, Georgia.

• Sessions will take place on November 7 (pre-conference), 8, and 9.

• All presenters must be available November 7, 8:30am to 4:00pm
(if accepted as a pre-conference session), or November 8 and 9,
8:30am to 5:00pm, as we are unable to accommodate specific
presentation time requests.

• The deadline for submissions is March 14, 2023, at 11:59pm
Eastern Time.

• Notification of session selections will be made via email by May 19,
2023.

• Each prospective submitter can present in no more than two
sessions.

• All presenters of accepted sessions must register to attend the
conference. A discounted registration rate of $675 will be offered
to presenters, upon acceptance. (A maximum two presenters per
session are eligible for the reduced registration rate.)

casel.org
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AS YOU PREPARE FOR YOUR ONLINE SUBMISSION 
Read this entire Submission Information section and review the Preparation 
Checklist for your specific submission format before you begin your online 
application. We encourage you to draft and save your submission in a 
separate document and review your draft against the selection criteria 
before copying and pasting into the Call for Sessions (CfS) platform. The CfS 
platform does not allow applicants to save drafts, and you will not be 
able to edit your proposal after you submit. Please plan to submit your 
proposal in one sitting. 

As the submitter, you have the opportunity to list co-presenters. A maximum 
of two presenters per session will be eligible to receive the discounted 
registration rate of $675. (Regular registration rate is $1,075.) If your 
submission is accepted, you are responsible for contacting any colleagues 
participating in your session to inform them they must register themselves if 
they plan to attend.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION
There are five submission formats at the 2023 SEL Exchange. Entries of 
all five formats listed below are welcome from all conference domains: 
Research, Practice, Policy, and Communications. Titles below are linked to 
specific Preparation Checklists and Reviewer Rubrics to help you get ready to 
submit.

•  90-MINUTE BREAKOUT SESSION (Preparation Checklist) (Reviewer Rubric) Each
90-minute breakout is a topical, engaging session that is an interactive
exploration of ideas, strategies, or research findings that make compelling
connections to the field and provide practical application opportunities.

•  THREE-HOUR EXTENDED LEARNING SESSION (Preparation Checklist) (Reviewer
Rubric)
Each extended learning session is an opportunity for a deep dive into a
learning experience with a high level of engagement, practical application,
and explicit opportunities to contextualize the content to participants’ work.
Note: Extended Learning Sessions will be considered for either the pre-
conference day on November 7, or during the full conference agenda on
November 8-9)

casel.org
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•  PECHAKUCHA (Preparation Checklist) (Reviewer Rubric)
Solo presentations, during which an individual presenter has seven minutes to
narrate the story of their “bite-sized idea that made a big impact” while
presenting 20 slides (visuals only; limited or no text) for 20 seconds per slide.
The presentation will be followed by facilitated Q&A. Multiple submissions will
be grouped together, sharing one facilitated 90-minute breakout session.

•   RESEARCH PAPER (Preparation Checklist) (Reviewer Rubric)
Individual research papers may be submitted for a 15-minute oral
presentation. Multiple papers will be grouped together in a paper symposium
with a discussant in one 90-minute breakout session.

•  POSTER
Posters offer an opportunity to visually display a presenter’s work and have
individual, informal discussions about the topic during a hosted reception.
Each presenter will display their work in written and graphic formats on a
physical poster that amplifies their practice, policy, and/or research efforts.

–  RESEARCH POSTER (Preparation Checklist) (Reviewer Rubric): Researchers
will share and discuss their SEL-focused research. Early career
scholars such as graduate students and post-doctoral researchers are
encouraged to submit, as are senior researchers.

–  NON-RESEARCH POSTER (Preparation Checklist) (Reviewer Rubric):
Practitioners from schools and districts will display and discuss SEL
innovations they are leading and the impact on outcomes for students
and learning communities. Policymakers and shapers from local, district,
state, national, and international arenas will display and discuss their
studies and actions that support systemic SEL implementation.

SELECTION CRITERIA 

Applicants should aim to meet “Exemplary” criteria on rubrics by:

• Being of high quality, topical, and related to conference focus areas.

• Aligning to the conference theme and communicating the key messages.

• Presenting innovative practice efforts or research topics.

• Having an engaging, participatory design that incorporates and models

casel.org

https://www.pechakucha.com/presentations/brian-scotts-presentation-594
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best practices in interactive and reflective strategies. 

• Having clear and specific learning objectives with concrete takeaways.

• Including highly knowledgeable presenter(s) who contribute to
the conference’s rich diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and
experiences.

• Highlighting efforts that are systemic, evidence-based, and equity-
focused.

• Providing blueprints for how to implement and scale with quality.

• Including a plan for facilitation that explicitly demonstrates effective SEL-
based professional learning.

Guidelines for colleagues selling programs and products: SEL curricula, 
program, and assessment tool providers, as well as many other SEL-related 
product providers, are important and valuable contributors to our collective 
field. However, we will not accept submissions that profile specific products 
or services or that might give the appearance of sales promotion. Quality 
research about the impact of resources, tools, and products is allowable 
by implementers within the overall context of a collaborative project. 
Organizations promoting products or services should instead apply to offer 
sponsored sessions or exhibit at the conference.

The 2023 SEL Exchange presenters are expected to use material and 
language that are fully respectful and inclusive of all participants across 
gender, race, color, ethnicity, religion, physical ability, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, and/or any other lines of difference. 

casel.org

CASEL reserves the right to edit session titles and descriptions and/or change 
programming at any time for any reason. CASEL may cancel, at any point, 
sessions submitted by facilitators or presenters who are unable to attend.
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• Co-presenters’ email addresses (If applicable)

A maximum of two co-presenters per submission are eligible to 
recieve the discounted registration rate of $675.

PRESENTER INFORMATION

•   Role (Select one. Dropdown menu provided)

Select the option that best describes your role.

m Assessment/Program Provider

m Business/Corporate Representative

m Counselor/Psychologist/Social Worker

m District/Central Office

m Funder/Foundation Representative

m Intervention Specialist

m Nonprofit Staff

m Out-of-School Time Professional

m Paraprofessional/Other School Support Staff

m Parent/Caregiver

m Researcher

m School Administrator/Leader

m SEL Coach/Specialist

m State/Federal Policymaker

m Student

m Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent

m Teacher

• Speaker name (Written as you would like it to appear in
the conference program)

• Speaker tagline (Position title)

• Email (Please use an account you check regularly)

• Speaker biography (Up to 1000 characters)

Should convey that the presenter is highly knowledgeable and 
experienced with regard to SEL practice, policy, and/or research 
and will contribute to the SEL Exchange goal of promoting a rich 
diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and experiences.

• High-resolution headshot photo (1000 x 1000px
recommended)

• Organization
Share the name of the organization or district with which you are 
affiliated. 

The 2023 SEL Exchange Call for Submissions uses the 
Sessionize platform to collect application information. For 
support navigating the Sessionize platform, please contact 
support@sessionize.com. 

Applicants across all submission formats will be asked to 
provide the following:

• Optional: How would you rate your experience
submitting a proposal to this event?

m Excellent

m Above average

m Average

m Below average

m Poor

FEEDBACK FOR ORGANIZERS

• Optional: Feedback for organizers (Short answer)

Optional: Please provide additional information about how you 
rated your experience submitting a proposal.

The submission form includes optional fields for applicants 
to provide feedback to 2023 SEL Exchange organizers. These 
questions are for internal continuous improvement purposes 
only. Evaluators will not be able to see these responses. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION CHECKLIST
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•  Conference alignment (Short answer)

Describe how your proposal aligns with the conference theme 
(Leaders as Learners) and key messages (1) “SEL is grounded in 
science” and/or (2) “To promote students’ social and emotional 
competence, we must also prioritize the social and emotional 
competence and capacity of adults.”

•  Participant outcomes (Short answer)

List two to four intended outcomes that describe what participants 
will know and be able to do as a result of your session, and how 
they might apply that knowledge to their own work.

•  Session content (Short answer)

Clearly describe the main content of your session, including 
practical application(s), connections to social and emotional 
competencies/focal constructs, and evidence of effectiveness. 
(NOTE: These sessions cannot contain promotion of for-
purchase products.)

•  Research or evidence base (Short answer)

Whose research and/or what best practices informed your work? 
Provide specific data (examples, citations, annotations) when 
applicable.

•  Session outline and timing (Short answer)

Provide an overview of your facilitator agenda, including how 
participants will experience the content; how much time will 
be allotted for each element of your agenda; and how you 
will incorporate a warm welcome, engaging practices, and an 
intentional closing.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

• Session format (Select 90-Minute Breakout)
m 90-Minute Breakout
m Three-Hour Extended Learning
m PechaKucha
m Research Paper
m Research Poster
m Non-Research Poster

• Session title (Suggested <10 words)

Written as it would appear in the conference program.

• Developmental stage (Select all that apply)

m Early Childhood m High (9-12)

m Elementary (K-5) m Post-Secondary

mMiddle (6-8) m Adult Learning

• Primary domain (Select one)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Description (Up to 400 characters)
A two- to three-sentence “elevator pitch” written as it would appear 
in the conference program. Clearly describe what the session will 
cover, how participants will be engaged, and what they can expect 
to learn.

•  International perspective (Yes/No) 
Does the presenter and/or the content of the session represent 
international work?

• Secondary domain (If applicable)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Youth facilitator (Yes/No) 
Does this submission feature a youth facilitator or co-facilitator?

•   Strand (Select one. Dropdown menu provided)

Select one strand that best describes the category of your 
submission. You will also be asked to select a subtopic from a 
provided list when you are inputting your submission.

m Adult SEL Development

m Climate

m Community Engagement

m Districtwide/Schoolwide
Approaches to SEL

m Equity

m Family and Caregiver
Engagement

m Human Development
and Learning

mMeasures, Assessments, and
Continuous Improvement

mMental Health

m Policymaking

m Professional Learning

m SEL Instruction and Integration

m Youth Voice and Leadership

90-MINUTE BREAKOUT SESSION CHECKLIST
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90-MINUTE BREAKOUT SESSION RUBRIC
Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Title (3%) Vague, uninviting. Clearly indicates topic.

Uses interesting language to
engage the reader.

Outstanding use of language to identify content/topic
and to ‘hook’ the prospective registrant.

Description (7%) Longer than three
sentences.

Does not clearly
describe content and
participant
expectations.

Includes an enticing two- or
three-sentence sentence
description.

Clearly captures what the
session will cover and what
participants can expect to
learn.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Includes how participants will be engaged.

Is written to invoke interest, attention, and includes
evidence of impact.

Shows relevance in two or more conference domains
(research, practice, policy, communications.)

Presenter bio(s) (10%) No evidence of:

Experience with
content related to
SEL.

Facilitation of adult
learning experiences.

Some evidence of:

Experience with content
related to SEL.

Experience working with or
advocating to policy
leaders/decision-makers

Facilitation of adult learning
experiences.

Strong evidence of:

High level of knowledge and experience about SEL.

Relevant experience connected to the conference
domain (research, practice, policy, communications).

Skillful facilitation of multiple adult learning
experiences.

Contributes to the Exchange goal of promoting a rich
diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and
experiences.

90-Minute Breakout Session Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Conference alignment
(15%)

Describe how your proposal
aligns with the conference
theme (Leaders as Learners)
and key messages (1) “SEL is
grounded in science” and/or (2)
“To promote students’ social
and emotional competence, we
must also prioritize the social
and emotional competence and
capacity of adults.”

Minimally connects
to the Exchange
theme and/or key
messages.

Draws a clear connection to
the Exchange theme or one of
the key messages.

Draws a clear and compelling connection between
content and purpose of session to the Exchange
theme and at least one of the key messages.

Participant outcomes
(10%)

List two to four intended
outcomes that describe what
participants will know and be
able to do as a result of your
session, and how they might
apply that knowledge to their
own work.

Outcomes are vague
or unrealistic.

Objectives are written in
language that is easily
understood.

Outcomes clearly indicate
specific examples of what
participants will learn and be
able to do.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Provides practical key take-away tools or strategies.

Includes supported time for participants to make
connections to their own work and identify their own
“next steps.”

Session content (25%)

Clearly describe the main
content of your session,
including practical
application(s), connections to
social and emotional
competencies/focal constructs,
and evidence of effectiveness.

(NOTE: These sessions cannot
contain promotion of
for-purchase products.)

Content is not
described clearly
enough to verify
quality.

Clear indication of relevant
information.

Practical application and/or
strategies that are replicable
or adaptable to one’s own
context without purchases or
products.

Explicit connections are made
to SE competencies.

Includes references of
effectiveness.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Is innovative, incorporates new ideas, perspectives,
strategies or approaches.

Supports equitable outcomes.

Includes evidence of effectiveness.

Addresses implications for student and adult learners.

90-Minute Breakout Session Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Session outline and
timing (20%)

Provide an overview of your
facilitator agenda, including
how participants will
experience the content;
how much time will be allotted
for each element of your
agenda; and how you will
incorporate a warm welcome,
engaging practices and an
intentional closing.

Facilitator agenda is
broad and general.

Does not include
specific timing or
timing appears
unrealistic.

Does not include an
engagement strategy.

Facilitator agenda clearly
indicates engaging,
participatory design.

Incorporates and models best
practices for social and
emotional professional
learning, including modeling
inclusivity and equity.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Clearly indicates skillful planning that includes an
itemized agenda with realistic timing.

Incorporates a high level of engagement using
multiple strategies that balance information,
interaction, and reflection.

Provides opportunities for participants to interact in
inclusive and equitable ways.

Dedicates time for participants to contextualize
content to their own work.

Research or evidence
base (10%)

Whose research and/or what
best practices informed your
work?

Provide specific data
(examples, citations,
annotations) when applicable.

Cites no research
basis or best
practices.

Provides one example of
research or best practices that
informed their work.

Provides two or more examples of research and/or
best practices that informed their work.

Includes at least one specific example, citation, or
annotation.

CASEL reserves the right to change programming at any time, for any reason.
CASEL may cancel, at any point, sessions submitted by facilitators or presenters who are unable to attend.

90-Minute Breakout Session Rubric
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THREE-HOUR EXTENDED LEARNING SESSION CHECKLIST

•  Conference alignment (Short answer)

Describe how your proposal aligns with the conference theme 
(Leaders as Learners) and key messages (1) “SEL is grounded in 
science” and/or (2) “To promote students’ social and emotional 
competence, we must also prioritize the social and emotional 
competence and capacity of adults.”

•  Participant outcomes (Short answer)

List two to four intended outcomes that describe what participants 
will know and be able to do as a result of your session, and how 
they might apply that knowledge to their own work.

•  Session content (Short answer)

Clearly describe the main content of your session, including 
practical application(s), connections to social and emotional 
competencies/focal constructs, and evidence of effectiveness. 
(NOTE: These sessions cannot contain promotion of for-
purchase products.)

•  Research or evidence base (Short answer)

Whose research and/or what best practices informed your work? 
Provide specific data (examples, citations, annotations) when 
applicable.

•  Session outline and timing (Short answer)

Provide an overview of your facilitator agenda, including how 
participants will experience the content; how much time will 
be allotted for each element of your agenda; and how you 
will incorporate a warm welcome, engaging practices, and an 
intentional closing.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

• Session format (Select Three-Hour Extended Learning)
m 90-Minute Breakout
m Three-Hour Extended Learning
m PechaKucha
m Research Paper
m Research Poster
m Non-Research Poster

• Session title (Suggested <10 words)

Written as it would appear in the conference program.

• Developmental stage (Select all that apply)

m Early Childhood m High (9-12)

m Elementary (K-5) m Post-Secondary

mMiddle (6-8) m Adult Learning

• Primary domain (Select one)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Description (Up to 400 characters)
A two- to three-sentence “elevator pitch” written as it would appear 
in the conference program. Clearly describe what the session will 
cover, how participants will be engaged, and what they can expect 
to learn.

•  International perspective (Yes/No) 
Does the presenter and/or the content of the session represent 
international work?

• Secondary domain (If applicable)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Youth facilitator (Yes/No) 
Does this submission feature a youth facilitator or co-facilitator?

•   Strand (Select one. Dropdown menu provided)

Select one strand that best describes the category of your 
submission. You will also be asked to select a subtopic from a 
provided list when you are inputting your submission.

m Adult SEL Development

m Climate

m Community Engagement

m Districtwide/Schoolwide
Approaches to SEL

m Equity

m Family and Caregiver
Engagement

m Human Development
and Learning

mMeasures, Assessments, and
Continuous Improvement

mMental Health

m Policymaking

m Professional Learning

m SEL Instruction and Integration

m Youth Voice and Leadership
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THREE-HOUR EXTENDED LEARNING SESSION RUBRIC
Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Title (3%) Vague, uninviting. Clearly indicates topic.

Uses interesting language to
engage the reader.

Outstanding use of language to identify content/topic
and to ‘hook’ the prospective registrant.

Description (7%) Longer than three
sentences.

Does not clearly
describe content and
participant
expectations.

Includes an enticing two- or
three-sentence sentence
description.

Clearly captures what the
session will cover and what
participants can expect to
learn.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Includes how participants will be engaged.

Is written to invoke interest, attention, and includes
evidence of impact.

Shows relevance in two or more conference domains
(research, practice, policy, communications.)

Presenter bio(s) (10%) No evidence of:

Experience with
content related to
SEL.

Facilitation of adult
learning experiences.

Some evidence of:

Experience with content
related to SEL.

Experience working with or
advocating to policy
leaders/decision-makers

Facilitation of adult learning
experiences.

Strong evidence of:

High level of knowledge and experience about SEL.

Relevant experience connected to the conference
domain (research, practice, policy, communications).

Skillful facilitation of multiple adult learning
experiences.

Contributes to the Exchange goal of promoting a rich
diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and
experiences.

Three-Hour Extended Learning Session Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Conference alignment
(15%)

Describe how your proposal
aligns with the conference
theme (Leaders as Learners)
and key messages (1) “SEL is
grounded in science” and/or (2)
“To promote students’ social
and emotional competence, we
must also prioritize the social
and emotional competence and
capacity of adults.”

Minimally connects
to the Exchange
theme and/or key
messages.

Draws a clear connection to
the Exchange theme or one of
the key messages.

Draws a clear and compelling connection between
content and purpose of session to the Exchange
theme and at least one of the key messages.

Participant outcomes
(10%)

List two to four intended
outcomes that describe what
participants will know and be
able to do as a result of your
session, and how they might
apply that knowledge to their
own work.

Outcomes are vague
or unrealistic.

Objectives are written in
language that is easily
understood.

Outcomes clearly indicate
specific examples of what
participants will learn and be
able to do.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Provides practical key take-away tools or strategies.

Includes supported time for participants to make
connections to their own work and identify their own
“next steps.”

Session content (25%)

Clearly describe the main
content of your session,
including practical
application(s), connections to
social and emotional
competencies/focal constructs,
and evidence of effectiveness.

(NOTE: These sessions cannot
contain promotion of
for-purchase products.)

Content is not
described clearly
enough to verify
quality.

Clear indication of relevant
information.

Practical application and/or
strategies that are replicable
or adaptable to one’s own
context without purchases or
products.

Explicit connections are made
to SE competencies.

Includes references of
effectiveness.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Is innovative, incorporates new ideas, perspectives,
strategies or approaches.

Supports equitable outcomes.

Includes evidence of effectiveness.

Addresses implications for student and adult learners.

Three-Hour Extended Learning Session Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Session outline and
timing (20%)

Provide an overview of your
facilitator agenda, including
how participants will
experience the content;
how much time will be allotted
for each element of your
agenda; and how you will
incorporate a warm welcome,
engaging practices and an
intentional closing.

Facilitator agenda is
broad and general.

Does not include
specific timing or
timing appears
unrealistic.

Does not include an
engagement strategy.

Facilitator agenda clearly
indicates engaging,
participatory design.

Incorporates and models best
practices for social and
emotional professional
learning, including modeling
inclusivity and equity.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Clearly indicates skillful planning that includes an
itemized agenda with realistic timing.

Incorporates a high level of engagement using
multiple strategies that balance information,
interaction, and reflection.

Provides opportunities for participants to interact in
inclusive and equitable ways.

Dedicates time for participants to contextualize
content to their own work.

Research or evidence
base (10%)

Whose research and/or what
best practices informed your
work?

Provide specific data
(examples, citations,
annotations) when applicable.

Cites no research
basis or best
practices.

Provides one example of
research or best practices that
informed their work.

Provides two or more examples of research and/or
best practices that informed their work.

Includes at least one specific example, citation, or
annotation.

CASEL reserves the right to change programming at any time, for any reason.
CASEL may cancel, at any point, sessions submitted by facilitators or presenters who are unable to attend.

Three-Hour Extended Learning Session Rubric
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PECHAKUCHA CHECKLIST

•  Conference alignment (Short answer)

Describe how your proposal aligns with the conference theme 
(Leaders as Learners) and key messages (1) “SEL is grounded in 
science” and/or (2) “To promote students’ social and emotional 
competence, we must also prioritize the social and emotional 
competence and capacity of adults.”

•  Participant outcomes (Short answer)

List one to three intended outcomes that describe what 
participants will learn as a result of your session and how they 
might apply that knowledge to their own work.

•  Session content (Short answer)

Clearly describe the main content of your session, including 
practical application(s), connections to social and emotional 
competencies/focal constructs, and evidence of effectiveness. 
(NOTE: These sessions cannot contain promotion of for-
purchase products.)

•  Research or evidence base (Short answer)

Whose research and/or what best practices informed your work? 
Provide specific data (examples, citations, annotations) when 
applicable.

•  Session outline and timing (Short answer)

Provide an overview of your presentation, including how much 
time will be allotted for each element of your story, and what 
participants may take away.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

•  Story focus (Short answer)

What is the “small” (single-focus, doable) story from your work that 
had a big impact?

• Session format (Select PechaKucha)
m 90-Minute Breakout
m Three-Hour Extended Learning
m PechaKucha
m Research Paper
m Research Poster
m Non-Research Poster

• Session title (Suggested <10 words)

Written as it would appear in the conference program.

• Developmental stage (Select all that apply)

m Early Childhood m High (9-12)

m Elementary (K-5) m Post-Secondary

mMiddle (6-8) m Adult Learning

• Primary domain (Select one)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Description (Up to 400 characters)
A two- to three-sentence “elevator pitch” written as it would appear 
in the conference program. Clearly describe what the session will 
cover, how participants will be engaged, and what they can expect 
to learn.

•  International perspective (Yes/No) 
Does the presenter and/or the content of the session represent 
international work?

• Secondary domain (If applicable)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Youth facilitator (Yes/No) 
Does this submission feature a youth facilitator or co-facilitator?

•   Strand (Select one. Dropdown menu provided)

Select one strand that best describes the category of your 
submission. You will also be asked to select a subtopic from a 
provided list when you are inputting your submission.

m Adult SEL Development

m Climate

m Community Engagement

m Districtwide/Schoolwide
Approaches to SEL

m Equity

m Family and Caregiver
Engagement

m Human Development
and Learning

mMeasures, Assessments, and
Continuous Improvement

mMental Health

m Policymaking

m Professional Learning

m SEL Instruction and Integration

m Youth Voice and Leadership
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PECHAKUCHA RUBRIC
Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Title (3%) Vague, uninviting. Clearly indicates topic.

Uses interesting language to
engage the reader.

Outstanding use of language to identify content/topic
and to ‘hook’ the prospective registrant.

Description (7%) Longer than three
sentences.

Does not clearly
describe content and
participant
expectations.

Includes an enticing two- or
three-sentence sentence
description.

Clearly captures what the
session will cover and what
participants can expect to
learn.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Includes how participants will be engaged.

Is written to invoke interest, attention, and includes
evidence of impact.

Shows relevance in two or more conference domains
(research, practice, policy, communications.)

Presenter bio(s) (5%) No evidence of:

Experience with
content related to
SEL.

Facilitation of adult
learning experiences.

Some evidence of:

Experience with content
related to SEL.

Experience working with or
advocating to policy
leaders/decision-makers

Facilitation of adult learning
experiences.

Strong evidence of:

High level of knowledge and experience about SEL.

Relevant experience connected to the conference
domain (research, practice, policy, communications).

Skillful facilitation of multiple adult learning
experiences.

Contributes to the Exchange goal of promoting a rich
diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and
experiences.

PechaKucha Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Conference alignment
(10%)

Describe how your proposal
aligns with the conference
theme (Leaders as Learners)
and key messages (1) “SEL is
grounded in science” and/or (2)
“To promote students’ social
and emotional competence, we
must also prioritize the social
and emotional competence and
capacity of adults.”

Minimally connects
to the Exchange
theme and/or key
messages.

Draws a clear connection to
the Exchange theme or one of
the key messages.

Draws a clear and compelling connection between
content and purpose of session to the Exchange
theme and at least one of the key messages.

Participant outcomes
(10%)

List one to three intended
outcomes that describe what
participants will learn as a
result of your session and how
they might apply that
knowledge to their own work.

Outcomes are vague
or unrealistic.

Outcomes clearly indicate
specific examples of what
participants will learn.

Objectives are written in
language that is easily
understood.

Meets level 3 criteria, plus:

Provides practical key take-away tools or strategies.

Story focus (15%)

What is the “small”
(single-focus, do-able) story
from your work that had a big
impact?

Does not describe a
full story arc.

Is not written in first
person.

Description includes a story
arc (beginning, middle, end).

Is written in first person.

Meets level 3 criteria, plus:

Clearly based on a personal story with a beginning,
middle, and end.

Written in a way that invokes interest, attention,
engagement, and includes evidence of impact.

References connections to two or more CASEL
domains (research, practice, policy, communications.)

Session content (25%)

Clearly describe the main
content of your session,
including practical

Content is not
described clearly
enough to verify
quality.

Clear indication of relevant
information.

Practical application and/or
strategies that are replicable

Meets level 3 criteria, plus:

Is innovative, incorporates new ideas, perspectives,
strategies or approaches.

PechaKucha Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
application(s), connections to
social and emotional
competencies/focal constructs,
and evidence of effectiveness.

(NOTE: These sessions cannot
contain promotion of
for-purchase products.)

or adaptable to one’s own
context without purchases or
products.

Explicit connections are made
to SE competencies.

Includes references of
effectiveness.

Supports equitable outcomes.

Includes evidence of effectiveness.

Addresses implications for student and adult learners.

Session outline and
timing (15%)

Provide an overview of your
presentation, including how
much time will be allotted for
each element of your story, and
what participants may take
away.

Presenter outline is
broad and general.

Does not include
specific timing.

Clearly indicates engaging
design that incorporates an
interesting story arc.

Has timing and/or content
appears unrealistic for the
format.

Presenter outline clearly indicates skillful planning
that focuses on one big idea.

Timing indicates intentional balance of beginning,
middle, and end.

Provides practical ideas and information that
participants could contextualize to their own work.

CASEL reserves the right to change programming at any time, for any reason.
CASEL may cancel, at any point, sessions submitted by facilitators or presenters who are unable to attend.

PechaKucha Rubric
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RESEARCH PAPER CHECKLIST

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

•  Conference alignment (Short answer)

Describe how your proposal aligns with the conference theme 
(Leaders as Learners) and key messages (1) “SEL is grounded in 
science” and/or (2) “To promote students’ social and emotional 
competence, we must also prioritize the social and emotional 
competence and capacity of adults.”

•  Objectives (Short answer)

List two to four intended objectives that describe what aims will be 
met as a result of your proposal.

•  Insights and innovation (Short answer)

  Briefly describe how your session will be cutting-edge, thought-
provoking, and groundbreaking for many participants.

•  Methods, techniques, or modes of inquiry (Short answer)

Describe your research methods, including systems for data collection 
and approach to data analysis.

•  Theoretical frameworks and previous research basis
(Short answer)

Outline the framework, theory, and/or previous research that 
inform your proposal.

•  Substantiated conclusions and/or recommendations
(Short answer)

Outline your conclusions/recommendations and the evidence they are 
founded in.

•  Scholarly significance of the study or work (Short answer)

Briefly explain how your research addresses a gap in the knowledge 
base of the SEL field.

• Session format (Select Research Paper)
m 90-Minute Breakout
m Three-Hour Extended Learning
m PechaKucha
m Research Paper
m Research Poster
m Non-Research Poster

• Session title (Suggested <10 words)

Written as it would appear in the conference program.

• Developmental stage (Select all that apply)

m Early Childhood m High (9-12)

m Elementary (K-5) m Post-Secondary

mMiddle (6-8) m Adult Learning

• Primary domain (Select one)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Description (Up to 400 characters)
A two- to three-sentence “elevator pitch” written as it would appear 
in the conference program. Clearly describe what the session will 
cover, how participants will be engaged, and what they can expect 
to learn.

•  International perspective (Yes/No) 
Does the presenter and/or the content of the session represent 
international work?

• Secondary domain (If applicable)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Youth facilitator (Yes/No) 
Does this submission feature a youth facilitator or co-facilitator?

•   Strand (Select one. Dropdown menu provided)

Select one strand that best describes the category of your 
submission. You will also be asked to select a subtopic from a 
provided list when you are inputting your submission.

m Adult SEL Development

m Climate

m Community Engagement

m Districtwide/Schoolwide
Approaches to SEL

m Equity

m Family and Caregiver
Engagement

m Human Development
and Learning

mMeasures, Assessments, and
Continuous Improvement

mMental Health

m Policymaking

m Professional Learning

m SEL Instruction and Integration

m Youth Voice and Leadership
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RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC
Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Description (5%) Longer than three

sentences.

Does not clearly
describe content and
participant
expectations.

Includes an enticing two- or
three-sentence description.

Clearly captures what the
session will cover and what
participants can expect to
learn.

Meets level 3 criteria, plus:

Includes how participants will be engaged.

Uses language that is intriguing, compelling and/or
clever.

Clearly states examples of positive impact(s) that
resulted from this idea.

Presenter bio(s) (5%) Does not convey
experience with
regard to SEL
research.

Conveys relevant experience
with regard to SEL research.

Conveys that they are highly knowledgeable and
experienced with regard to SEL research and would
likely contribute to the Exchange goal of promoting a
rich diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and
experiences.

Conference alignment
(5%)

Describe how your proposal
aligns with the conference
theme (Leaders as Learners)
and key messages (1) “SEL is
grounded in science” and/or (2)
“To promote students’ social
and emotional competence, we
must also prioritize the social
and emotional competence and
capacity of adults.”

Does not address the
conference theme in
a way that seems
likely to contribute to
theory, research,
practice, or policy.

Addresses the conference
theme in a way that could
contribute to theory,
research, practice, or policy.

May be a meaningful session
for researchers, practitioners,
and/or policymakers.

Clearly addresses the conference theme in significant
ways that will contribute to theory, research, practice,
and/or policy.

Likely to be a very meaningful session for multiple
audiences.

Objectives (10%)

List two to four intended
objectives that describe what

Intended objectives
are not stated,
cannot be inferred,
and/or do not seem

Intended objectives may not
be stated, but can easily be
inferred and seem possible to
achieve given the format.

Intended objectives are clearly stated and have a high
likelihood of being achieved given the format.

Research Paper Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
aims will be met as a result of
your proposal.

likely to be
achievable.

Insights and innovation
(10%)

  Briefly describe how your
session will be cutting-edge,
thought-provoking, and
groundbreaking for many
participants.

Not current, original,
or groundbreaking.

Attendees are
unlikely to gain new
knowledge or
insights.

Current and fairly original, if
not groundbreaking.

Attendees may gain new
knowledge and insights.

Cutting-edge, thought-provoking, and groundbreaking
for many participants.

Attendees are very likely to gain new knowledge,
insights, and practical takeaways.

Theoretical frameworks
and previous research
basis (15%)

Outline the framework, theory,
and/or previous research that
inform your proposal.

Does not mention a
framework, theory, or
previous research in
ways that relate to
the presentation
content.

Mentions a framework and
refers to relevant theory or
previous research in ways that
demonstrate knowledge and
provide some justification for
the presentation content.

Clearly defines a framework and discusses
state-of-the-art theory, or previous research in ways
that demonstrate in-depth knowledge and provide
direct justification for the presentation content.

Methods, techniques, or
modes of inquiry (15%)

Briefly describe your research
methods, including systems for
data collection and approach
to data analysis.

Methods are not
well-defined (e.g., do
not include the
sample, measures,
data collection
methods or analysis
plan), not
appropriate, or not
sufficiently rigorous.

Methods are described,
moderately appropriate, and
rigorous.

Methods to conduct the research are appropriate and
rigorous, and include how data was collected, sample,
measures, and analytic plan.

Substantiated
conclusions and/or
recommendations (20%)

Outline your
conclusions/recommendations
and the evidence they're
founded in.

Draws
unsubstantiated
conclusions or makes
unsupported claims
or recommendations.

Suggests that at least indirect
support for conclusions
and/or recommendations
can be provided, based on a
reasonably well-designed
investigation/project.

Indicates that ample support for well-substantiated
conclusions and recommendations will be provided
based on a rigorously designed investigation/project.

Research Paper Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Scholarly significance of
the study or work (15%)

Briefly explain how your
research addresses a gap in the
knowledge base of the SEL
field.

Minimally fills the gap
in our existing
knowledge base.

Few to no novel ideas
in theory, practice,
methods, or
populations are
provided.

Moderately fills the gap in our
existing knowledge base.

Some novel ideas in theory,
practice, methods, or
populations are provided.

Fills a gap in our existing SEL field’s knowledge base.

Novel ideas in theory, practice, methods, pedagogy, or
populations are provided.

CASEL reserves the right to change programming at any time, for any reason.
CASEL may cancel, at any point, sessions submitted by facilitators or presenters who are unable to attend.

Research Paper Rubric
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RESEARCH POSTER CHECKLIST

•  Conference alignment (Short answer)

Describe how your proposal aligns with the conference theme 
(Leaders as Learners) and key messages (1) “SEL is grounded in 
science” and/or (2) “To promote students’ social and emotional 
competence, we must also prioritize the social and emotional 
competence and capacity of adults.”

•  Objectives (Short answer)

List two to four intended objectives that describe what aims will be 
met as a result of your proposal.

•  Insights and innovation (Short answer)

  Describe how your poster content will be cutting-edge, thought-
provoking, and groundbreaking for many participants.

•  Methods, techniques, or modes of inquiry (Short answer)

Describe your research methods, including systems for data collection 
and approach to data analysis.

•  Theoretical frameworks and previous research basis
(Short answer)

Outline the framework, theory, and/or previous research that 
inform your proposal.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

•  Substantiated conclusions and/or recommendations
(Short answer)

Outline your conclusions/recommendations and the evidence they are 
founded in.

• Session format (Select Research Poster)
m 90-Minute Breakout
m Three-Hour Extended Learning
m PechaKucha
m Research Paper
m Research Poster
m Non-Research Poster

• Session title (Suggested <10 words)

Written as it would appear in the conference program.

• Developmental stage (Select all that apply)

m Early Childhood m High (9-12)

m Elementary (K-5) m Post-Secondary

mMiddle (6-8) m Adult Learning

• Primary domain (Select one)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Description (Up to 400 characters)
A two- to three-sentence “elevator pitch” written as it would appear 
in the conference program. Clearly describe what the session will 
cover, how participants will be engaged, and what they can expect 
to learn.

•  International perspective (Yes/No) 
Does the presenter and/or the content of the session represent 
international work?

• Secondary domain (If applicable)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Youth facilitator (Yes/No) 
Does this submission feature a youth facilitator or co-facilitator?

•   Strand (Select one. Dropdown menu provided)

Select one strand that best describes the category of your 
submission. You will also be asked to select a subtopic from a 
provided list when you are inputting your submission.

m Adult SEL Development

m Climate

m Community Engagement

m Districtwide/Schoolwide
Approaches to SEL

m Equity

m Family and Caregiver
Engagement

m Human Development
and Learning

mMeasures, Assessments, and
Continuous Improvement

mMental Health

m Policymaking

m Professional Learning

m SEL Instruction and Integration

m Youth Voice and Leadership

•  Scholarly significance of the study or work (Short answer)

Briefly explain how your research addresses a gap in the knowledge 
base of the SEL field.
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RESEARCH POSTER RUBRIC
Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Description (5%) Longer than three

sentences.

Does not clearly
describe content and
participant
expectations.

Includes an enticing two- or
three-sentence description.

Clearly captures what the
session will cover and what
participants can expect to
learn.

Meets level 3 criteria, plus:

Uses language that is intriguing, compelling and/or
clever.

Clearly states examples of positive impact(s) that
resulted from this research and/or idea.

Presenter bio(s) (5%) Does not convey
experience with
regard to SEL
research.

Conveys relevant experience
with regard to SEL research.

Conveys that they are highly knowledgeable and
experienced with regard to SEL research and would
likely contribute to the Exchange goal of promoting a
rich diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and
experiences.

Conference alignment
(5%)

Describe how your proposal
aligns with the conference
theme (Leaders as Learners)
and key messages (1) “SEL is
grounded in science” and/or (2)
“To promote students’ social
and emotional competence, we
must also prioritize the social
and emotional competence and
capacity of adults.”

Does not address the
conference theme in
a way that seems
likely to contribute to
theory, research,
practice, or policy.

Addresses the conference
theme in a way that could
contribute to theory,
research, practice, or policy.

May be a meaningful session
for researchers, practitioners,
and/or policymakers.

Clearly addresses the conference theme in significant
ways that will contribute to theory, research, practice,
and/or policy.

Likely to be a very meaningful session for multiple
audiences.

Objectives (10%) Intended objectives
are not stated,

At least one intended objective
is stated and at least one other
can easily be inferred.

All Intended objectives are clearly stated and have a
high likelihood of being achieved given the format.

Research Poster Rubric



25  |  ©️ 2023 CASEL All Rights Reserved

Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
List two to four intended
objectives that describe what
aims will be met as a result of
your proposal.

cannot be inferred,
and/or do not seem
likely to be
achievable.

Insights and innovation
(10%)

  Describe how your poster
content will be cutting-edge,
thought-provoking, and
groundbreaking for many
participants.

Not current, original,
or groundbreaking.

Attendees are
unlikely to gain new
knowledge or
insights.

Current and fairly original, if
not groundbreaking.

Attendees may gain new
knowledge and insights.

Cutting-edge, thought-provoking, and groundbreaking
for many participants.

Attendees are very likely to gain new knowledge,
insights, and practical takeaways.

Theoretical frameworks
and previous research
basis (15%)

Outline the framework, theory,
and/or previous research that
inform your proposal.

Does not mention a
framework, theory, or
previous research in
ways that relate to
the presentation
content.

Mentions a framework and
refers to relevant theory or
previous research in ways that
demonstrate knowledge and
provide some justification for
the presentation content.

Clearly defines a framework and discusses relevant
theory, or previous research in ways that demonstrate
in-depth knowledge and provide direct justification
for the presentation content.

Methods, techniques, or
modes of inquiry (15%)

Describe your research
methods, including systems for
data collection and approach
to data analysis.

Methods are not
well-defined (e.g., do
not include the
sample, measures,
data collection
methods or analysis
plan), not
appropriate, or not
sufficiently rigorous.

Methods are described,
moderately appropriate, and
rigorous.

Poster information is
somewhat self-explanatory
for participants to engage
with independently.

Methods to conduct the research are appropriate and
rigorous, and include how data was collected, sample,
measures, and analytic plan.

Poster information is self-explanatory for participants
to engage with independently.

Substantiated
conclusions and/or
recommendations (20%)

Outline your
conclusions/recommendations

Draws
unsubstantiated
conclusions or makes
unsupported claims
or recommendations.

Suggests that at least indirect
support for conclusions
and/or recommendations
can be provided, based on a
reasonably well-designed
investigation/project.

Indicates that ample support for well-substantiated
conclusions and recommendations will be provided
based on a rigorously designed investigation/project.

Conclusions and recommendations will be explicitly
stated and self explanatory for poster participants.

Research Poster Rubric
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
and the evidence they're
founded in.

Scholarly Significance of
the Study or Work (15%)

Explain how your research
addresses a gap in the
knowledge base of the SEL
field.

At best, minimally fills
the gap in our
existing knowledge
base.

Few to no novel ideas
in theory, practice,
methods, or
populations are
provided.

Somewhat fills the gap in our
existing knowledge base.

Some novel ideas in theory,
practice, methods, or
populations are provided.

Fills a gap in our existing SEL field’s knowledge base.

Many novel ideas in theory, practice, methods, or
populations are provided.

CASEL reserves the right to change programming at any time, for any reason.
CASEL may cancel, at any point, sessions submitted by facilitators or presenters who are unable to attend.

Research Poster Rubric
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NON-RESEARCH POSTER CHECKLIST

•  Conference alignment (Short answer)

Describe how your proposal aligns with the conference theme 
(Leaders as Learners) and key messages (1) “SEL is grounded in 
science” and/or (2) “To promote students’ social and emotional 
competence, we must also prioritize the social and emotional 
competence and capacity of adults.”

•  Objectives (Short answer)

List two to four intended objectives that describe what aims will be 
met as a result of your proposal.

•  Poster content (Short answer)

Clearly describe the main content of your poster, including 
practical application(s), connections to social and emotional 
competencies/focal constructs, and evidence of effectiveness 
(NOTE: Posters cannot contain promotion of for-purchase 
products.)

•  Insights and innovation (Short answer)

Describe how your poster content will be cutting-edge, thought-
provoking, and groundbreaking for many viewers.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

•  Research or evidence base (Short answer)

Whose research and/or what best practices informed your work? 
Provide specific data (examples, citations, annotations) when 
applicable.

• Session format (Select Non-Research Poster)
m 90-Minute Breakout
m Three-Hour Extended Learning
m PechaKucha
m Research Paper
m Research Poster
m Non-Research Poster

• Session title (Suggested <10 words)

Written as it would appear in the conference program.

• Developmental stage (Select all that apply)

m Early Childhood m High (9-12)

m Elementary (K-5) m Post-Secondary

mMiddle (6-8) m Adult Learning

• Primary domain (Select one)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Description (Up to 400 characters)
A two- to three-sentence “elevator pitch” written as it would appear 
in the conference program. Clearly describe what the session will 
cover, how participants will be engaged, and what they can expect 
to learn.

•  International perspective (Yes/No) 
Does the presenter and/or the content of the session represent 
international work?

• Secondary domain (If applicable)

m Research m Policy

m Practice m Communication

•  Youth facilitator (Yes/No) 
Does this submission feature a youth facilitator or co-facilitator?

•   Strand (Select one. Dropdown menu provided)

Select one strand that best describes the category of your 
submission. You will also be asked to select a subtopic from a 
provided list when you are inputting your submission.

m Adult SEL Development

m Climate

m Community Engagement

m Districtwide/Schoolwide
Approaches to SEL

m Equity

m Family and Caregiver
Engagement

m Human Development
and Learning

mMeasures, Assessments, and
Continuous Improvement

mMental Health

m Policymaking

m Professional Learning

m SEL Instruction and Integration

m Youth Voice and Leadership
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NON-RESEARCH POSTER RUBRIC
Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
Description (10%) Longer than three

sentences.

Does not clearly
describe content and
participant
expectations.

Includes an enticing two- or
three- sentence description.

Clearly captures what the
poster will cover and what
participants can expect to
learn.

Meets level 3 criteria, plus:

Uses language that is intriguing, compelling and/or
clever.

Clearly states examples of positive impact(s) that
resulted from this work.

Presenter bio(s) (5%) Does not convey
experience with
regard to SEL
practice, policy, or
theory.

Conveys relevant experience
with regard to SEL practice,
policy, or theory.

Conveys that they are highly knowledgeable and
experienced with regard to SEL practice, policy, or
theory and would likely contribute to the Exchange
goal of promoting a rich diversity of backgrounds,
perspectives, and experiences.

Conference alignment
(15%)

Describe how your proposal
aligns with the conference
theme (Leaders as Learners)
and key messages (1) “SEL is
grounded in science” and/or (2)
“To promote students’ social
and emotional competence, we
must also prioritize the social
and emotional competence and
capacity of adults.”

Does not address the
conference theme in
a way that seems
likely to contribute to
theory, practice, or
policy.

Addresses the conference
theme in a way that could
contribute to SEL practice,
policy, or theory.

May be meaningful content
for researchers, practitioners,
and/or policymakers.

Clearly addresses the conference theme in significant
ways that will contribute to practice, policy and/or
theory.

Likely to be very meaningful content for multiple
audiences.

Objectives (10%)

List two to four intended
objectives that describe what

Intended objectives
are not stated,
cannot be inferred,
and/or do not seem

At least one intended objective
is stated.

All intended objectives are clearly stated and have a
high likelihood of being achieved through the poster
format.
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Element (% of total score) 1 (Weak) 2 3 (Moderate) 4 5 (Exemplary)
aims will be met as a result of
your proposal.

likely to be
achievable.

Poster content (25%)

Clearly describe the main
content of your poster,
including practical
application(s), connections to
social and emotional
competencies/focal constructs,
and evidence of effectiveness.

(NOTE: Posters cannot contain
promotion of for-purchase
products.)

Content is not
described clearly
enough to verify
quality.

Clear indication of relevant
information.

Practical application and/or
strategies that are replicable
or adaptable to one’s own
context without purchases or
products.

Explicit connections are made
to SE competencies.

Includes references of
effectiveness.

Meets level 3 criteria, in a way that also:

Is innovative, incorporates new ideas, perspectives,
strategies, or approaches.

Supports equitable outcomes.

Includes evidence of effectiveness.

Addresses implications for student and/or adult
learners.

Insights and innovation
(20%)

  Describe how your poster
content will be cutting-edge,
thought-provoking, and
groundbreaking for many
viewers.

Not current, original,
or groundbreaking.

Viewers are unlikely
to gain new
knowledge or
insights.

Current and fairly original, if
not groundbreaking.

Viewers may gain new
knowledge and insights.

Cutting-edge, thought-provoking, and groundbreaking
for many participants.

Viewers are very likely to gain new knowledge,
insights, and practical takeaways.

Research or evidence
base (15%)

Whose research and/or what
best practices informed your
work?

Provide specific data
(examples, citations,
annotations) when applicable.

Cites no research
basis or best
practices.

Provides one example of
research or best practices that
informed their work.

Provides two or more examples of research and/or
best practices that informed their work.

Includes at least one specific example, citation, or
annotation.

CASEL reserves the right to change programming at any time, for any reason.
CASEL may cancel, at any point, sessions submitted by facilitators or presenters who are unable to attend.
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